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INTELLIGENCE MEMORANDUM	 . ' •

The Situation in Czechoslovakia 
(As ó± i.1.00 EDT)

.	 ,
1. Xzechoslovak'paSsive resistance to the Soviets

• ,	 •
continues and Moscow has not yet been able to assemble any

• 1

sort ofpuppet government.

2. Martial lawwas proclaimed in . Prague at 1200 Prague
_	 ._....

.• ' time •(0706 EDT), according to 4 West German news agency,	 ,.....	 .	 •-%-‹.
? • report Of a broadcast by Radio Prague. The broadcast added,

.	 .
• - .that the commander'of the occupation forces has forbidden

,' meetings and the dissemination -of leaflets. The same report

" inQleat9d that members of the secret' police who are coopera-.:,
• 'tir„; With the Soviets have begun large-scale arrests of

-."eultural workers' and intellectuals." According to another.	 .• •'raio report, Kosice was also placed under martial lav.

.2_ The commander 	 te East Boomian State Security

-howolier,	 CzeChoslovak secret po'-ice

• oo..:prati'..1.;; in ni	 arrests, and stated that all of

-the seeurity unts	 w4Lch he. has been in touch ha

•
• ,
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affirmod their support for the Dnbcok .leadership.

A token ono-hour gonoral strike began at 1200

Prague ti(mo (0000 EDT) with tho sounding of factory sirens

and blowing of car horns. First reports suggest wide-

sproad compliance with tho strike call and a longor nation-

wide 4Snera1 strike remains a distinct possibility. Thus-

far thero is no'confirmatioa of roports from Radio Prague that

'"hoavy fighting" has broken out in the Czechoslovak capital

although Wosturn press reporters say thero was a crowd or

20,000 in Prague's main square this morning shaking their

yists at Soviet soldiors and shouting "Russians go home."

S. Thore.aro still no , indications of any military- re-

sistance to the occupying forces. The General Staff or the

Czec::,oslovak Armod Forces has, however, domanded the with-

drawal of these forces and reaffirmed its loyalty to the

..legal government.

0 .. In a resolution broadcast by Radio Czechoslovakia

• this morning, an unidontifiod Czechoslovak military unit

voicod its support for President Svoboda and catogorically

raft.:;ed to comply with any orders of the Warsaw Pact Corn-

::aid T1:6 resolution demanded the immediate withdrawal of

all.:-.coupation forces and ,callod on tho legal goverm:cat to

tenate Czechoslovakia's mombership in the Warsaw Pact

if this .:;.emand were net met within twonty-four hours.
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7. A Czechoslovak radio station has announced—in what

it describes as "a not fully authenticated" report--that

the Soviets have issued in ultinatum to the members of

tho Czechoslovak party hoirarchy who aro not under de-

tention to form a now party leadership and government by

tonight. The Soviets allegedly recommended several con-

servative party leaders and specifically excluded Dubcck,

Smrkovsky, Cernik, Spacok, Kriegel, and Cisar from considera7

tion. The ultimatum purportedly threatened to impose an

. "occupation governmont if this were not done.

$. The Czechoslovak government mot in an extraordinary

session this morning and passed a resolution supporting

the Dubcek leadership and again demanding the "immediate

departure of the occupation armies." The cabinet also

demanded the release of Premier Cernik and Minister of .

National Defense Martin Dzur, The National Assembly also

mot	 morning and issued a similar demand.

0. According to Radio Prague, the 14th party cong-

'ress opened at 1120 Prague time (0620 EDT) at an undisclosed

place on the outskirts of Prague. • Over 050 of the 1560

delegates atnded, but only a few were able to get to

prague from Slovakia. One group from Bratislava was

. apparently detained by the occupation forces at Breclav.

The convening of tho..party congross probably represents an
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attempt by liberal party loaders to roatfirm the support

nf th0 COMMUftiSt party ror the Dubcok regime.
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