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The Sicunéicn in'Czechoslovakia
. {&s offlloo EDT)
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R ICzechoslovak’ passive resxstance to the, Sovicts

N .

continues and Moscow has noL yet boen able to assemblo any

. REFTS
' : R ’
\ sort of punpeu government. ‘ ' ‘ ‘.
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v .. 2{ Martial lawwas prou;aimed in Prague at 1200 Prague
, ,. time (O7u0 EDT), according to A West German news agency
o 3 roport of a broadcast by Radio Prague. The broadcast added

.that tne connander of the occupatxon forces has forbidden

* maetzn 5 and the disseminatiou of loaflets, The sane raport
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-
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1nu*caveu that membe 5 of the Fecrat police who are coopera=-

\ .
tihg witn the Soviets have begun large-scale arrests of

- -"cu'turQL workers' and xntelloctuals." Accordxng to another

‘s
<. Tradio renort Kosice was al»o placed under martial law,

<

R ‘o Tae covﬂandez 0?2 t.3 East Bohomian State SGCJPlt}
Lo de;;ea,'noweveu, That IR ngchoslovak secret po.ice

Coare Qo«;;ratiug in making arrests, and statod that aXli of

:thc SCyu xty ‘unats, Wit “u-ch ‘he. has been 1n touch ha.
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aifirmod their support for tho Dubcek.loadership.

4. A loken onc=howr gonoral sirike began at 1200
Praguc time (06800 EDT) w{th thoe sounding orufuctory sirens
and biowing of car horns, First reports suggest wide-
sproad compliance with tho strike call and a longer nation-
wvide soneral strike remains a distinct possibility. Thus
far thero is no-confirmation of roports trom Radio Praguc that
“fRgavy fighting™ has brokon out in the Czechoslovalk capital.
alkhough Westorn press reporters say thero was & crowd of
20,000 in Prague's haiq square (his mornfng'shaking their
lfists at Soviet soldiors'and shouting “Russians go home.”

5. Thore.aro still no-iudiqations'of any military re-
" sistance Lo the occupying forces. The Geaneral Stafi of the
Czaecioslovak Armed forcos has, however, domanded the withe
drawal oi thego forces and reaffirmed its loyalty to the
.legal government. .

6. In a resolution broadecast by Radio Czcchoslovakia
this moraing, an unidontifiod Czechoslovak military unic
voicud its support for President Svobeda and categorically
crsfuzed to comply with any orders-of the Warsaw Pact Comne-
mavd. Tho rosolution domanded the immediate wighdrawal oi
all sSceoupation forces and .called on tpo 1é§al governucnt to
fterninate Czcchoslqéakia's membership in the Warsaw Pacl

Cif this Zeamand were not met withia twonty-four hours.
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7. & Czechoslovak radio station.has announced-~in what
it describes as "a not fully authenticated” report—-that
the Sovibts havo issudd an ultinatum to the members of
the Czoechoslovak party heirarchy who are not under de-

tontion to form a new party leadership and goverument by

fonight, The Soviets allegediy recommended several con-

servative party leaders and specifically excluded Dubcck,

Smrkovsky, Cernik, Spacok, Kriegel, and Cisar from comnsidera-

Yion, The ultimatum purportedly threatened to impose an

. “occusation governmont' if this were not done,

8, The Czechoslovak govornmbnt met in an extraordinary

session this morning and passed a resolution supporting
tiae Dubcak leadership and again demanding tho "immediate
departure of the occupation armies," The cabinet alzo
demanded the release of Premier Cernik and Minister of
National Defense Martin Dzur. The National Assembly also
met this morning and issuwed a similar demand,

9, According to Radio Prague, ihe 1l4th party cong-

‘ress openced at 1120 Prnguo time (0690 EDT) at an undisclosod

place on the outskirts of Prague, - Ovor 950 of the 1560
@eloszies atvended, but only a fow werc able te get to
Praguas from S;ovak*a. one group from Bratislava was

apparoentiy uetained by the occupation forces at Brec]av.

The convonling of tho‘party congross probably represonts an
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attempt by liberal party leaders to recaffirm thc support

ihe Communist party {for the Dubcok regimo,
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